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The Scajaquada Expressway
– Urban Expressway constructed in the 1960’s

– Located 3.5 miles north of Downtown Buffalo 

– Connects the highways I-190 and SR-33

– Cuts through an Olmsted Park and the historic 
Scajaquada River footprint 

– Provides dangerous, auto-centric conditions

Buffalo Niagara 
International Airport

Canada

Downtown 
Buffalo
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The Region Central 
Neighborhood 

– Conceptualized to capture the 
neighborhoods most 
immediately adjacent to the 
Scajaquada Expressway

– Home to 84,000 people 

– Home to institutions that are 
vital to the Buffalo region

– Buffalo State University 

– Buffalo Zoo

– Erie County Medical Center 
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COMMUNITY GOALS
Planning framework 
defines the Region Central 
community’s goals through 
3 lenses:
• Enhanced equity 

and inclusive 
development

• Replenished 
parks, parkways, 
waterways, and places

• Effective local and 
regional mobility

PLANNING HISTORY 
REVIEW
20-year history of planning 
for the Scajaquada 
corridor and surrounding 
neighborhoods provide 
crucial insights and 
context

STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT
Public meetings, 
stakeholder interviews, 
pop-up events, and 
supporting public outreach

BASELINE ANALYSIS
Past plans review and 
existing conditions 
assessment

MOBILITY SCENARIOS + 
EVALUATION
4 distinct scenarios 
• Derived from the 20-

year planning history
• Our analysis
• What the community 

has told us

RECOMMENDED 
DESIGN DIRECTION
Evaluation process 
generates a 
recommended scenario 
that best meets 
community goals

The process of developing a Design Direction started with 
deep and community-oriented baseline phase to 

understand the both the history, current conditions and 
community goals or Region Central. Next, the team used 
a scenario planning approach to test possible approaches 

against established community goals. This evaluation 
process was then used to construct a design direction 
that incorporates the best aspects of each scenario.

A new planning process: The Region Central Plan

DRAFT

Phase 1: Background Phase 2: Goals Phase 3: Scenarios Phase 4: Recommendation

The flow chart below describes the planning process's progression through the project's phases, from foundational background research, analysis, 
and engagement through final recommendations. The process was designed to derive a recommended design direction directly from the 
community's goals and priorities.
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Data Sources 
This document pulls together traditional 
and emerging data sources to take a 
wholistic and multimodal look at mobility 
in Region Central.

Traditional Data Sources

– Traffic counts

– Crash Data

– Transit ridership and surveying

– Aerial imagery

– Archival research

– GIS Data

Emerging Data Sources

All data analyzed for the Guide has 
established guardrails around privacy. This 
includes following best practices around 
deanonymization and aggregation so that no 
personal identifiable information is included 
with any data analyzed. 
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Goals of Mobility 
Experiential Guide

– Change the public conversation 
about the use of the corridor 

– Deeper understanding of local 
and regional mobility 

– Go beyond traditional existing 
condition analyses 

– Assess the extent to which 
Scajaquada connects and 
divides Region Central 

Sections of the Guide:

– Region Central Mobility Experience

– Expressway Corridor Experience

– Expressway Performance and Use

– Crossing the Expressway

– Neighborhood Mobility Experience

– Regional Destinations

– Transit Experience

– Access to the Park and Creek

– Commercial Vehicles



Mobility Experiential 
Guide

October 27, 2021

REGION CENTRAL
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35% of all daily trips 
in Region Central are 
made by walking.

DRAFT

Looking at all trips (rather than just 
work trips as was done in past 
studies), reveals that although 
driving is important, almost half of 
Region Central trips are not driving.

Replica:
• Multimodal trips
• Based on Census Tracts comprising 

the study area
• Thursdays
• September-November 2019

Drive, alone
54%

Walk
35%

Transit
3%

Commercial
3%

Drive, passenger
1%

Bike
<1%

Other
4%

RC

Other includes Taxi, TNC, Private Shuttles, paratransit, scooters.
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Almost two-thirds (62%) of all Region Central driving 
trips are less than 5 miles. 

DRAFT

Region Central is only 3.5 
miles from east to west!

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

0-1 mi 1-2 mi 2-5 mi 5-10 mi 10-20 mi 20-30 mi 30-40 mi

62%

Driving Trip Length
Driving trips less than 5 miles are 
most easily convertible to 
biking, walking, or shared mobility 
trips, including transit, scooters, 
and on-demand ridesourcing.

RC

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average vehicle trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays 

and weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019
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Since 2016, vehicle 
volumes are lower 
than they have been 
in two decades.
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Plans for Region Central should not 
assume continual growth in vehicle 
volumes. 

RC
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Aggregate Daily Vehicle Counts on the Expressway and Key Roads in Region Central

2019 level of AADT

Source: NYSDOT & GBNRTC Historic Traffic DataRoads included:
• NYS Route 198 (Scajaquada Expressway)
• Grant St, Elmwood Ave, Delaware Ave, Parkside Ave, Main St, 

Delavan Ave, Forest Ave, Amherst St

Trip activity in May 2020 
was down 44% compared 
to May 2019. 
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Morning 
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Vehicle Trips Starting in Region Central 
(2019 Daily Average)

The afternoon peak 
is the busiest time of 
day in Region 
Central.
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3 PM is the 
busiest time 
of day.

It is busier in the 
middle of the day 
than in the 
morning peak. 

Region Central activity climbs 
through the day and traditional 
peaks do not always apply. 

RC

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average vehicle trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays 

and weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019
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Only 18% of trips on 
the Expressway are 
for work. 
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Trips to/from work

Other trips
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Vehicle Trips on the Expressway, by Trip Purpose
(2019 Daily Average)

AM Peak PM PeakMidday EveningOvernight

24%

47%
11%

18%

12%Plans for Region Central must look 
beyond commuting.

Expressway @Delaware Ave

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average vehicle trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays and 

weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019



13|

Only 19% of 
eastbound travelers 
drive the full length 
of the Expressway. 
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19%
39%

47%

61%

% Remaining 
@ East End

100% 100%100%

100%

Eastbound

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average vehicle trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including 

weekdays and weekends)
• Average day based on 

May 2019

To SR-33To
 I-1

90

The Expressway primarily 
functions as a long on/off ramp for 
the 33 and I-190.
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Only 21% of driving 
trips that cross the 
Expressway at Main 
St start their trip 
within Region 
Central. 

DRAFT

Main St crossing -
22,035 veh/day

Main Street is as much a regional 
roadway as the Scajaquada 
Expressway.

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average vehicle trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays and 

weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019
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Neighborhood 
Mobility Experience

This section dives deeper into the 
Region Central mobility experience 
through mobility patterns in sub-
neighborhoods within Region Central.

The neighborhoods used to understand 
Region Central mobility are customized 
by data availability and informed by 
existing political boundaries, such as 
Council Districts. The eight areas include 
four to the north of the Expressway and 
four to the south. The following pages examine:

– Neighborhood connectivity and context

– Neighborhood travel patterns

– Neighborhood travel modes

DRAFT

Hamlin Park and 
Delavan Grider

Fillmore-
Leroy

Elmwood Bidwell

Lincoln & 
Parkside 

Grant-
Amherst

Upper 
West 
Side

Black 
Rock

Grant
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90%

69%

90%

94%

78%

85%

85%

72%

In each 
neighborhood, 
almost all walking 
trips stay on the 
same side of the 
Expressway. 

DRAFT

4%
6%

5%
5%

4%
2%

20%
11%

18%
4%

22%
5% 11%

4%

11%
4%

Looking at travel within Region Central, this map 
divides trips into three categories:

• Trips that stay within their neighborhood

• Trips that go to other neighborhoods on 
the same side of the Expressway

• Trips that cross to the other side of the 
Expressway

Stay on the 
same side of the 
Expressway

More crossing 
opportunities would 
create more interaction 
between neighborhoods.

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average ped trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays and weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019



17|

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average vehicle trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays and weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019

People starting their 
trip in Fillmore-Leroy 
rarely travel to 
destinations in 
Region Central south 
of the Expressway. 

DRAFT

With easier access, Fillmore-Leroy 
travelers might go to other Region 
Central destinations south of the 
Expressway.
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Most drivers do not 
use the Expressway 
to visit Region 
Central destinations.

DRAFT

Delaware Park West has the 
largest share (45%) of trips 
using the Expressway.

Erie County Medical Center, the 
top destination in Region Central, 
has the smallest share (18%) of 
trips using the Expressway.

People travelling to top destinations in Region Central get 
there without using the Expressway.

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Average vehicle trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays and weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019

DESTINATIONS
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Almost half (45%) of truck trips on the Expressway are 
traveling over 20 miles.
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Regional and longer truck trips have 
multiple roadway options that could 
avoid the three (3.4) miles of the 
Scajaquada Expressway.

Streetlight Data Parameters:
• Vehicle and Truck trips
• Daily trips
• Average day (including weekdays and 

weekends)
• Average day based on May 2019

COMMERCIAL
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Back to the Public • Presented to the Stakeholder Advisory Group 
• Presented to the public at a virtual meeting 
• Quoted in press coverage about the project 
• Contributed to positive reaction to subsequent project 

phases  

https://www.buffalorising.com/2023/01/thank-you-gbnrtc-you-are-needed-again/

https://www.wbfo.org/local/2022-05-05/4-
possible-plans-for-scajaquada-expressway-
aired-at-public-meeting

https://www.buffalorising.com/2023/01/thank-you-gbnrtc-you-are-needed-again/
https://www.wbfo.org/local/2022-05-05/4-possible-plans-for-scajaquada-expressway-aired-at-public-meeting
https://www.wbfo.org/local/2022-05-05/4-possible-plans-for-scajaquada-expressway-aired-at-public-meeting
https://www.wbfo.org/local/2022-05-05/4-possible-plans-for-scajaquada-expressway-aired-at-public-meeting
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• All ramps will be removed or, in the case of Nottingham Terrace, repurposed into Pedestrian/Bicycle connections
• Roadways will connect/reconnect across the corridor at Letchworth St, Lincoln Pkwy, and along the Humboldt Pkwy
• New Pedestrian/Bicycle connections will be added in Delaware Park and behind Wegmans
• Over and underpasses will be replaced with traffic signals, designed to the latest safety specifications

DRAFT

Recommended Scenario: The Scajaquada Parkway 
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Has bike paths and sidewalks throughout

Is Olmsted parkway inspired

Has all ramps removed, unless otherwise 
specified for repurposing (Nottingham Terr.)

Has one lane in each direction, with the potential 
for carriage roads on certain segments

The recommended design direction…

Recommended Scenario: The Scajaquada Parkway 

DRAFT
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