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To the Transportation Community:

A rapidly aging population pyramid, steadily improving vehicle technology and uncertainty about the stability and cost of
petroleum supplies are but the beginning of the list of factors changing the face of travel in the United States. Add in rapid
population growth in many metropolitan areas (and economic stagnation in others), climate change concerns, emerging
methods for financing transportation improvements, and the economic impacts of globalization and you have a recipe for
a very different environment for metropolitan planning over the next thirty to fifty years from the one in which our
planning institutions were established.

Academicians, researchers, public policy advocates and private sector entrepreneurs typically live, move and think outside
the “box” of the institutional mindset of state departments of transportation and metropolitan planning organizations
(MPO:s). For this reason, the transportation community reached out to these big thinkers to help articulate expectations
for the future and to confront the planning profession with the risks and opportunities that will be present over the
coming generation. The material in the following pages represents the findings and recommendations from these thinkers
to practitioners.

Is this just an exercise in abstract conjecture? Hardly. Not a day goes by without the public and private sectors taking
actions that establish long-lived land use and transportation frameworks. As practitioners, we can sleep at least a little

more comfortably at the end of the day if we can say that our actions derived from an informed and intelligent perspective
on what we can anticipate, what we cannot forecast and what we might possibly influence about the future.

John P. Poorman
Colloquy project chair

Staff Director, Capital District Transportation Committee, Albany NY
Chairman, New York State Metropolitan Planning Organizations
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